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Snakes, Snakes and More Snakes!
Many dogs are inquisitive in nature and tend to suffer from snake bites more commonly than we think;
according to PetSure data.
Since 2013, PetSure paid over $4.2M in claims for dogs suffering from this
condition, and over $1M was paid for cat claims.
Australia is well known for its dangerous snake population, and each year,
veterinarians treat many pets that present having been bitten by a snake
or have signs that are attributable to snake bites.
Unfortunately, treatment doesn’t come cheap, with the cost of antivenom,
hospitalisation and necessary supportive care. In some instances,
ventilation is required to assist with breathing and the associated intensive
care costs can be thousands of dollars. In fact, claims can reach $20,000
in critical cases.

It is not always possible to prevent pets from being bitten,
however knowing that you live in an at-risk area, the types
of snakes in your area, signs to look out for and what to
do, will potentially save the life of your pet. During the
warmer months when snakes are more active, try and
avoid walking in long, grassy areas and keep your dog on
a leash to prevent them from approaching snakes. Keep
your backyard clean of rubbish and keep the grass short.

Most pets get bitten around the head, neck or front legs.
You may see the bite site and it may be swollen and
painful. Other signs include weakness in the back legs,
drooling, trembling or vomiting. They may collapse initially
and then be normal shortly afterwards.
PetSure sees claims for snakes start around July each year, rise dramatically
in September and peak around November and the summer months before a
drop in late March. This is a very predictable curve.
The top 2 postcodes, where snake envenomation claims were most
prevalent according to PetSure data, were 2621 and 2620. Both are in NSW
and include areas such as Bungendore and Queanbeyan near Canberra.

If you think there is a chance that your pet has been bitten
by a snake, first thing to do is not panic. Keep your pet
calm and quiet and take it straight to your vet. If you can
identify the snake that’s great, however vets have the
ability to test whether your pet was bitten and the type of
snake that caused the bite.
Article supplied by PetSure

Say goodbye to insurance paperwork with PetSure’s eClaims service!
Spend more time with your patients and less on paperwork.
For more information visit petsure.com.au/Vet, call our Vet Helpline on 1300 838 457
or email us at vethelpline@petsure.com.au

PROSURE Pet Insurance for Dogs and Cats - Simple, affordable worry-free protection
PROSURE Pet Insurance gives you and your pets cover for vet costs as a result of accident and illness. It can also help you with
everyday wellness care for your dog or cat, such as vaccinations, worming, dental treatment and much more.
With a choice of cover options, PROSURE Pet Insurance ensures that you never need to choose between the health of your pet and
the cost of their treatment. It provides peace of mind protection, alleviating the financial stress if an unexpected injury or illness occurs.
For more information visit prosure.com.au
If you would like to use this article in your clinic or on your website, please contact Provet Marketing at marketing@provet.com.au
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